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"Prioritising ‘care’ in early childhood development" 
 
This paper explores care, and the specificity of care, in early years contexts, development, 
knowledges, and practices. All education requires care. In the field of early childhood education and 
care we have built a robust language for talking of the educational and pedagogical work that we do. 
However, we are less articulate about the centrality of care in our work. Within development work, it 
has become accepted to talk of Early Childhood Development, rather than early childhood education 
and care, prioritizing more quantifiable aspects of development such as health or nutrition. I suggest 
there is a need to engage with theories and ethics of care to become professionally articulate about 
why care matters in early childhood knowledges, identities, and pedagogical relationships. This 
attention to the place of care in our work is political, pushing back against the ‘neoliberal cascade’ 
(Connell, 2013) in education where care is diminished and the focus is upon individuals who are 
autonomous and rational citizen/workers rather than on education as an encounter between 
interconnected, fragile and complex humans.. 
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