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© Salzburg Museum

LECTURE SERIES »AUSTRIAN STUDIES IN EGYPTIAN ARCHAEOLOGY« (ASEA)
BUT THE LOCATION OF NO RUIN IS MORE PICTURESQUE
THAN THAT OF THE TWO TEMPLES OF KOM OMBOS.

KOM OMBO IN PAINTING AND EARLY PHOTOGRAPHY
DR. ERNST CZERNY | Austrian Archacological Institute

Situated on the banks of the Nile, the Ptolemaic temple of Kom Ombo remains one of the
highlights of any trip to Egypt. The temple has always been a popular subject for painters and
photographers because of its easy accessibility and commanding position on the river, and it
has been the subject of many paintings since the 18th century. When it was excavated at the
end of the 19th century, the temple was opened up for archaeology, but lost its character as a
uniquely picturesque ruin.

The area surrounding the temple has been investigated by the Austrian Archaeological
Institute Cairo Branch in cooperation with the Ministry of Antiquities and Sciences since
2017, revealing a continuous sequence of building layers up to the beginning of the pharaonic
period. The Egyptian-Austrian excavations at Kom Ombo have also re-examined the history
of research and documentation at the site. This lecture will give an overview of the depiction
and documentation of the temple and the surrounding landscape in fine art and early
photography.

Join Zoom-Meeting:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/66958943256?pwd=Nbw]PuuKyfm7SbrSHtvB29IAELIdSq.1
(Meeting-ID: 669 5894 3256 | Passcode:Y9i09i)
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