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LECTURE AS PART OF THE LECTURE-SERIES “WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS”
MARIA WUNDERLICH & KATHARINA FUCHS | KIEL UNIVERSITY, GERMANY

COHABITATION, CONFLICTS AND SKULL CULT?

The LBK and Zeliezovce settlement of Vrable-Velké Lehemby, SW-Slovakia

Recent investigations in the south-western Carpathian Basin revealed insights into early farming
communities and their unique ways of cohabitation and socio-political interaction. The site of Vrable-
Velke Lehemby, dating between 5350 and 4950 calBCE, is a central part of processes of agglomeration,
dispersal and changing cohabitation patterns in the course of the 6th to 5th millennium BCE in the
Zitava valley, southwest Slovakia. The last decade of fieldwork at this Linear Pottery and Zeliezovce
site revealed a structurally differentiated settlement pattern that consists of three contemporaneously
inhabited units, which we interpret as neighborhoods. Throughout the settlement history, we see
material expressions of socio-economic differentiation and possibly inequality, as well as expressions
of communal practices and sharing economies. Based on the available data on house inventories,
economic strategies, and the use of space within the settlement, we interpret a dynamic interaction
between diverse socio-political actors that inhabited the site of Vrable. The rise of tensions and conflicts
that are documented in various late LBK sites in Central Europe is also observable in Vrable; around
5000 calBCE a double-ditched enclosure is constructed around one of the neighborhoods of the village.
Besides some regular graves, we recovered the remains of at least 93 individuals deposited in the ditch.
What distinguishes this find from other LBK sites with human remains in ditch systems, however, is that
64 of the skeletons were found headless and most of them in one gate area. By using a multidisciplinary
approach, the presentation give insights into how life was Vrable-Vel'’ke Lehemby 7000 years ago and
discuss how to counter speculative headlines such as the “Slovakia’s Stone Age Decapitated Victims”.

Join via Zoom:
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/62330700859?pwd=bEZzYONVNWxRUkdCVThyUUIRMW]1Zz09
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