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This lecture deals with the ‘discourse’ of Baluchi
nationalism as it developed in Pakistan during the
second half of the 20™ century. As a political move-
ment, Baluchi nationalism raised and acquired wide-
spread authority among one of the most populous
‘stateless nations’ of South-Central Asia as a conse-
guence of the intrusion into the area by various local
and western powers. But, as a ‘discourse’ supporting
a political movement, Baluchi nationalism developed
through the conflux of texts and ideas produced by
western intellectuals and scientists on the one hand,
and as a result of local representations of Baluchi
society, history and identity (which were reshaped
accordingly) on the other.

Drawing, among others, on the notions of ‘invention of
tradition’ (Hobsbawm and Ranger), ‘geocultural ima-
gination’ (Hannerz), and ‘discourse’ (Foucault), this
lecture focuses on a number of themes such as: the
popular idea, cultivated and developed by the Baluchi
people themselves, of their own past history; local
representations of the ethnogenesis of the Baluch; the
territorial question and the religious factor. The aim of
the lecture is to present Baluchi nationalism as an
example of those ‘configurations’ of identity which, in
the present world, bring together (as in a bricolage)
different issues in order to obtain from them a new
meaningful object of discourse.
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