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Based on an analysis of dreams and daydreams in the experience of the “intersubjective 
third” in fieldwork in Syria, this talk examines the fear of and desire for transgression of 
genealogical taboos among young Syrian men. Episodes of the use of Internet 
pornography, desires for humiliation, and anxieties about violence and sex suggest new 
kinds of global exchanges in intimacy, where the rules of paternity and gender no longer 
structure genealogies. 
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