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16TH-17TH MAY 2022

INSTITUTEFOR THECULTURALAND
INTELLECTUALHISTORYOF ASIA

AUSTRIANACADEMYOF SCIENCES
HOLLANDSTRASSE 11-13
1020 VIENNA -- AUSTRIA

Reading from the Beginning
Indian and Tibetan Buddhist Commentators on the Statement of Purpose

Organization:

Pascale Hugon
(IKGA, TibSchol ERC‐H2020‐101001002)

Hiroko Matsuoka
(IKGA)

Image: Himalayan Art Resources, item 45052

Programme, schedule, and registration:
https://www.oeaw.ac.at/en/ikga/events/event‐
detail/reading‐from‐the‐beginning

Building on earlier research on 
Indian materials, we will first look 
at the positions of Indian 
commentators, and then examine 
how Tibetan exegetes adapted and 
developed their analyses. 

This workshop will consist of three 
half day sessions, opening with 
introductory presentations, 
followed by the reading of chosen 
excerpts from primary sources.

This workshop will explore the inquiries of Buddhist exegetes into 
the opening statements (Skt. ādivākya, Tib. ngag dang po) of the 
treatises they are commenting upon. In particular, it will focus on 
how the statements in these “beginnings” express the purpose of 
the treatise (Skt. prayojana, Tib. dgos pa) and the aim(s) of stating 
that purpose. 


