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There is a broad consensus among researchers that 
Buddhism in the Mongolian regions has been shaped 
by the dGe lugs pa school of Tibetan Buddhism 
since the late 16th century. This school prevailed in 
such a way that the other Tibetan Buddhist schools 
had little or no presence in Mongolia. The resulting 
monolithic Buddhist landscape in Mongolia is 
often compared to Tibet where, although at times 
in conflict with each other, different traditions 
always co-existed.
However, a closer look at the sources available to 
us indicates that the development of a specifically 
Mongolian Buddhism is by no means solely 

THE FORMATIVE HISTORY OF 
BUDDHISM IN MONGOLIA IN 
THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES: 
A REASSESSMENT

IK
G

A 
– 

IN
ST

IT
U

TE
 F

O
R 

TH
E 

CU
LT

U
RA

L A
N

D
 IN

TE
LL

EC
TU

AL
 H

IS
TO

RY
 O

F 
AS

IA

LECTURE BY KARÉNINA KOLLMAR-PAULENZ

MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2024, 17–18:30
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Please register by June 13, 2024 at office.ikga@oeaw.ac.at if you 
wish to attend the lecture.
To participate online, please use the QR code or register here: 
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/meeting/register/
u5EqdeqqqjIrGtGWK2FqTUl8RHvcT6TYlRTs. You will then 
receive access information by e-mail.

indebted to the dGe lugs pa. Mongolian chronicles like the anonymous Erdeni 
tunumal neretü sudur of 1607 or the Erdeni-yin tobci written by the Ordos noble 

Saγang Secen in 1662 testify to the activities of the rNying ma pa and Sa skya pa 
alongside dGe lugs pa monks at the turn of the 16th/17th century. Later 
historians like Isibaldan (19th c.) comment on the peaceful coexistence of the Sa 
skya pa, dGe lugs pa, Karma pa, rNying ma pa and even Jo nang pa in the Qalq-
a regions as late as 1835.
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